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	Let Us Entertain You!

	River cruises are often not associated with great entertainment. However, the American Queen breaks all the molds as her sheer size as the largest riverboat ever built presents all sorts of options that smaller vessels are unable to duplicate. While we bring aboard special entertainers with our theme cruises, ranging from bands to balladeers and from historians to one-man shows, we supplement that special entertainment with our own American Queen Entertainers; the Steamboat Syncopators, our onboard orchestra; and the amazing talents of Lounge Performers: pianists, singers and duos who play in the Main Deck Lounge and the Engine Room Bar. 

The two-deck Grand Saloon, modeled after Ford’s Theatre in the style of a river town’s opera house complete with a proscenium stage, is the venue for our showboat-style shows. It’s utterly amazing what these four-person troupes are able to do. With the melodic aid of the Steamboat Syncopators, each of the cast members is a star in their own right.
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	Chris J. Handley 
Originally from Buffalo, NY, Chris has a BFA in Musical Theatre from SUNY Fredonia and is currently living in New York City when not on the American Queen. He has performed with Broadway stars Karen Akers, Melanie Vaughan and Eric Michael Gillette during his time in New York City. Chris has racked up quite a resume, performing in such shows as: The Producers (Leo), Hello Dolly! (Cornelius), She Loves Me (Georg), Singin’ In The Rain (Cosmo), Wizard Of Oz (Lion), Romeo and Juliet (Nurse/Tybalt), You're a Good Man Charlie Brown (Charlie), Beauty and The Beast (Beast), Chorus Line (Zach), The Pajama Game (Pop), High School Musical, Crazy For You, West Side Story, and Annie. Chris plays opposite Guiding Light and Days of Our Lives stars Tina Sloan, Ellen Dolan and Emmy-nominee Molly Burnet in the award-wining online soap opera Empire. 

Casey Kilroy 
Originally from Pittsburgh, PA, Casey has had a diverse career, ranging from costumed acting work as Zoe in Sesame Street Live! to performing as a back-up singer with symphony orchestras for Broadway star Gary Mauer. Casey’s passion for performing started at a young age with gymnastics, but her interests quickly shifted to tap dancing and voice, providing her first professional theatre role at the age of 15. A highly sought- after political organizer, she holds degrees in both Political Science and Musical Theatre from Mercyhurst University in Erie, PA. Casey loves her profession, but she has left the performing world on a few occasions to lend a hand to some high-profile campaigns. For the past two years, Casey sailed the oceans performing her one-woman show, Five Foot Two. In 2006, she worked for two years aboard riverboats in the Pacific Northwest and Alaska, but she is most excited to be back home on the American Queen. When she isn’t on the road or on the water, Casey can be found in Pittsburgh working on independent films with her husband Andrew.

Michaelyn Oby 
A native of Milwaukee, WI, Michaelyn was born to accomplished musicians, Michael and Joyce Oby. Relocated to Memphis, TN, she began singing at a young age and fast gained the title as “the little girl with the big voice.” Michaelyn has enjoyed a gratifying professional career and has graced many stages including historic Beale Street in Memphis and has opened for musical legends such as the late Isaac Hayes. Michaelyn Oby is a sultry vocalist with a voice reminiscent of those legends of old. She exemplifies the elegance and eloquence of a golden era. Michaelyn has been said to embody the emotional captivation of Billie Holiday, the stylistic clarity of Ella Fitzgerald, and the charisma of pop stars like Diana Ross and Michael Jackson. Music will never be the same when Michaelyn hits center stage. 


Carson Turner 
Carson Turner is no stranger to the stage. He played baby Jesus in the church Christmas show at two years old, and has had a passion for performing ever since. After college and performing in Japan and Germany, Carson moved back to Memphis, TN and has constantly been on stage. He works within the Shelby County School district as the choreographer for many high schools and has also choreographed for numerous theatres including the historic Orpheum Theatre in downtown Memphis. He is the current reigning Mr. Mid-South on a platform to get young people off the streets and back into a positive atmosphere of living. He has been nominated for numerous awards including Best Choreography at the National High School Musical Theatre Awards.
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	Our house band, the Steamboat Syncopators, are an incredibly gifted group of musicians from all across the country. They back-up our entertainers' extraordinary vocals during evening shows, hold jam sessions at the Jazz Brunch and give other impromptu performances as your itinerary allows. We use two equally talented bands to make sure the music is just as lively and energetic each time you board the American Queen.


	Walter Kross’s Steamboat Syncopators
Walter Kross, Asheville, NC – 
       Band Leader and Saxophone
Steve Walters, Orlando, FL – Trumpet
Paul Scavarda, Orlando, FL – Guitar and Banjo
Beau Hampton, Louisville, KY – Drums
Theron Brown, Zanesville, OH – Piano
Kurt Kotheimer, Canton, OH – Bass
Mel Drybread’s Steamboat Syncopators
Mel Drybread, Kansas City, MO – 
       Band Leader and Bass
Jason Bell, Memphis, TN – Piano
Paul Penta, Killeen, TX – Guitar and Banjo
Donovan Johnson, Orlando, FL – Trumpet
Damian Sanchez, Miami, FL – Saxophone
Michael Schanks, Kansas City, MO – Drums
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	You will also enjoy the vocal and instrumental talents of our Lounge Performers while onboard. You will find these individuals in the Main Deck Lounge around dinner time or in the Engine Room Bar after hours. They know all the hits, and they love to take your requests!

Jackie Bankston, McComb, MS
Phil Westbrook, Seattle, WA
Leah Stonem, Houston, TX

Robert Schad, Kansas City, MO
Bobby Durham, Nashville, TN
Jay Chalmers, Nashville, TN
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	If it sounds like the folks above are a talented bunch, you’re right! 
Without fail, this skilled group brings guests to their feet
at the end of each show.
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